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an  interest  in  the  Proiect  or  the  olanning  area,  or  because  you  have  been  identified  by  the 

lly  having  an  interest  in  the  Project.  The  NOP/Notice  of 
attached  or  is  available  upon  request  from  Joy  Navarrete, 
>-9040  or  at  the  above  address.  The  NOP/Notice  of  Public 
Dn-line  at  www.sfplanninq.orq. 

orium  proposes  to  relocate  from  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  at 
',  along  The  Embarcadero,  on  the  waterfront  (Assessor's 
).  The  project  site,  owned  by  the  Port  of  San  Francisco,  is 
;quare-foot  (gsf)  Pier  15,  11 0,051 -gsf  Pier  17,  11,773-gsf 
king  area  ("Valley"),  and  a  1,579-gsf  office  shack  in  the 
)ntributing  resources  to  the  San  Francisco  Embarcadero 
The  Exploratorium  proposes  to  lease  from  the  Port  Pier 
illey,  plus  a  portion  of  the  east  apron  (which  is  the  walkway 
ge),  for  use  as  a  museum.  The  use  of  the  new  space  would 
m  at  The  Exploratoriurti's  existing  location,  but  33  percent 
have  an  option  to  expand  the  museum  into  Pier  17  in  the 
he  Port  would  continue  to  lease  Pier  17  to  commercial  and 
es  to  lease  approximately  5,000  gsf  within  Pier  17  for 
The  Project  would  increase  project  site  floor  area  by 
iing  a  second  level  within  the  Pier  15  shed;  total  post- 
nd  the  Connector  Building  would  be  approximately  200,000 
much  of  the  Valley  paving  would  be  removed  to  feature  an 
public  access  to  the  Bay  front.  A  current  on-site  maritime 
ler  in  Pier  15  or  Pier  17.  The  project  also  would  include 
I  of  ships,  and  a  water  taxi  landing. 

The  Planning  Department  has  determined  that  an  EIR  must  be  prepared  for  the  Project  prior 
to  any  final  decision  regarding  whether  to  approve  the  Project.  The  purpose  of  the  EIR  is  to 
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May  9,  2007 

RE:      CASE  NO.  2006.1 073E  -  THE  EXPLORATORIUM  RELOCATION 

NOTICE  OF  PREPARATION  OF  AN  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORT  AND 
NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  SCOPING  MEETING 

To:      Responsible  Agencies,  Trustee  Agencies,  and  Interested  Parties: 

A  Notice  of  Preparation  (NOP)  of  an  Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR)  and  a  Notice  of 
Public  Scoping  Meeting  for  the  above-referenced  Project,  described  below,  has  been  issued 
by  the  Planning  Department.  This  Notice  is  being  sent  to  you  because  you  have  expressed 
an  interest  in  the  Project  or  the  planning  area,  or  because  you  have  been  identified  by  the 
Planning  Department  as  potentially  having  an  interest  in  the  Project.  The  NOP/Notice  of 
Public  Scoping  Meeting  is  either  attached  or  is  available  upon  request  from  Joy  Navarrete, 
whom  you  may  reach  at  (415)  575-9040  or  at  the  above  address.  The  NOP/Notice  of  Public 
Scoping  Meeting  is  also  available  on-line  at  www.sfplanninq.org. 

Project  Descnption.  The  Exploratorium  proposes  to  relocate  from  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  at 
3601  Lyon  Street,  to  Piers  15/17,  along  The  Embarcadero,  on  the  waterfront  (Assessor's 
Block  9900,  Lots  15,  15H,  and  17).  The  project  site,  owned  by  the  Port  of  San  Francisco,  is 
comprised  of  the  136,145-gross-square-foot  (gsf)  Pier  15,  11 0,051 -gsf  Pier  17,  11,773-gsf 
Connector  Building,  a  paved  parking  area  ("Valley"),  and  a  1,579-gsf  office  shack  in  the 
Valley.  Piers  15  and  17  are  contributing  resources  to  the  San  Francisco  Embarcadero 
National  Register  Historic  District.  The  Exploratonum  proposes  to  lease  from  the  Port  Pier 
15,  the  Connector  Building  and  Valley,  plus  a  portion  of  the  east  apron  (which  is  the  walkway 
between  the  building  and  water  edge),  for  use  as  a  museum.  The  use  of  the  new  space  would 
be  commensurate  with  the  program  at  The  Exploratorium's  existing  location,  but  33  percent 
larger.  The  Exploratorium  would  have  an  option  to  expand  the  museum  into  Pier  17  in  the 
17  year  of  its  lease.  Until  then,  the  Port  would  continue  to  lease  Pier  17  to  commercial  and 
light  industrial  users  and  proposes  to  lease  approximately  5,000  gsf  within  Pier  17  for 
restaurant  or  other  retail  use.  The  Project  would  increase  project  site  floor  area  by 
approximately  70,929  gsf  by  adding  a  second  level  within  the  Pier  15  shed;  total  post- 
construction  floor  area  in  Pier  15  and  the  Connector  Building  would  be  approximately  200,000 
gsf.  The  existing  office  shack  and  much  of  the  Valley  paving  would  be  removed  to  feature  an 
outdoor  exhibit  area  and  provide  public  access  to  the  Bay  front.  A  current  on-site  maritime 
use  in  Pier  15  would  remain,  either  in  Pier  15  or  Pier  17.  The  project  also  would  include 
temporary  and  ceremonial  berthing  of  ships,  and  a  water  taxi  landing. 

The  Planning  Department  has  determined  that  an  EIR  must  be  prepared  for  the  Project  prior 
to  any  final  decision  regarding  whether  to  approve  the  Project.  The  purpose  of  the  EIR  is  to 
provide  information  about  potential  significant  physical  environmental  effects  of  the  Project,  to 
identify  possible  ways  to  minimize  the  significant  effects,  and  to  describe  and  analyze 
possible  alternatives  to  the  Project.  Preparation  of  an  EIR  does  not  indicate  a  decision  by  the 
City  to  approve  or  to  disapprove  the  Project.  However,  prior  to  making  any  such  decision,  the 
decision  makers  must  review  and  consider  the  information  contained  in  the  EIR. 

The  Planning  Department  will  hold  a  PUBLIC  SCOPING  MEETING  concerning  the  EIR  for 
the  Project  on  Tuesday,  May  22,  2007,  at  6:30  pm,  in  the  Bayside  Conference  Room  of 
the  Port  of  San  Francisco  Offices  at  Pier  1,  The  Embarcadero  at  Washington  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA.  Refreshments  will  be  served.  The  purpose  of  this  meeting  is  to  receive 
oral  comments  to  assist  the  Planning  Department  in  reviewing  the  scope  and  content  of  the 
environmental  impact  analysis  and  information  to  be  contained  in  the  Initial  Study  and  EIR  for 
the  Project.  Written  comments  will  also  be  accepted  at  this  meeting  and  until  the  close  of 
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business  on  June  8,  2007.  Written  comments  should  be  sent  to  Paul  Maltzer,  San  Francisco 
Planning  Department,  1650  Mission  Street,  Suite  400,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103. 

If  you  work  for  an  agency  that  is  a  Responsible  or  a  Trustee  Agency,  we  need  to  know  the 
views  of  your  agency  as  to  the  scope  and  content  of  the  environmental  information  that  is 
relevant  to  your  agency's  statutory  responsibilities  in  connection  with  the  Project.  Your 
agency  may  need  to  use  the  EIR  when  considering  a  permit  or  other  approval  for  this  Project. 
We  will  also  need  the  name  of  the  contact  person  for  your  agency. 

If  you  have  questions  concerning  attached  materials  and  the  process,  please  contact  Joy 
Navarrete  of  the  San  Francisco  Planning  Department  at  (415)  575-9040.  Documents  relating 
to  the  Project  can  be  viewed  at  1650  Mission  Street,  Suite  400,  by  scheduling  an  appointment 
with  Joy  Navarrete. 
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NOTICE  OF  PREPARATION  OF  AN  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORT  AND 
NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  SCOPING  MEETING 


Date  of  this  Notice: 

May  9,  2007 

Lead  Agency: 

San  Francisco  Planning  Department 

1650  Mission  Street,  Suite  400,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

Agency  Contact  Person: 

Joy  Navarrete          Telephone:  (415)575-9040 

Project  Title: 

2006.1073E  -  The  Exploratorium  Relocation 

Project  Sponsor: 

The  Exploratorium 

Contact  Person: 

James  Suh  (Wilson  Meany  Sullivan,     Telephone:  (415)  905-5364 

on  behalf  of  The  Exploratorium) 

Project  Address: 

Piers  15/17,  along  The  Embarcadero  and  Green  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA94111 

Assessor's  Block  and  Lot: Assessor's  Block  9900,  Lots  15,  15H,  and  17 

City  and  County: 

San  Francisco 

Project  Description: 

See  attached. 

THIS  PROJECT  MAY  HAVE  A  SIGNIFICANT  EFFECT  ON  THE  ENVIRONMENT.  AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORT  IS  REQUIRED.  This  detennination  is  based  upon  the  criteria 
of  the  Guidelines  of  the  State  Secretary  for  Resources,  Sections  15063  (Initial  Study),  15064 
(Detenmining  Significant  Effect),  and  15065  (Mandatory  Findings  of  Significance).  


A  PUBLIC  SCOPING  MEETING  WILL  BE  HELD  BY  THE  PLANNING  DEPARTMENT  pursuant  to 
the  State  of  California  Public  Resources  Code  Section  21083.9  and  Califomia  Environmental  Quality 
Act  Guidelines  Section  15206  to  receive  oral  comments  concerning  the  scope  of  the  EIR.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  May  22,  2007,  at  6:30  pm,  in  the  Bayside  Conference  Room  of 
the  Port  of  San  Francisco  Offices  at  Pier  1,  The  Embarcadero  at  Washington  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA.  Written  comments  will  also  be  accepted  at  this  meeting  and  until  the  close  of 
business  on  June  8,  2007.  Written  comments  should  be  sent  to  Paul  Maltzer,  Environmental  Review 
Officer,  San  Francisco  Planning  Department,  1650  Mission  Street,  Suite  400,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103. 


Documents  relating  to  the  Project  are  available  for  review,  by  appointment,  at  the  Planning 
Department's  Major  Environmental  Analysis  office,  1650  Mission  Street,  Suite  400.  Please  call  Joy 
Navarrete  at  (415)  575-9040  to  schedule  an  appointment. 


State  Agencies:  We  need  to  know  the  views  of  your  agency  as  to  the  scope  and  content  of  the 
environmental  information  that  is  germane  to  your  agency's  statutory  responsibilities  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  project.  Your  agency  may  need  to  use  the  EIR  when  considering  a  permit  or  other 
approval  for  this  project.  Please  include  the  name  of  a  contact  person  in  your  agency.  Thank  you. 


Date// 


Paul  E^JSMtzer,  EnvironmentaLR^ieyr  Officer 
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THE  EXPLORATORIUM  RELOCATION 
CASE  NO.  2006.1 073E 


INTRODUCTION 

The  Exploratorium,  a  not-for-profit  organization  that  provides  science,  art,  and  human 
perception  exhibits,  proposes  to  relocate  its  operations  from  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  at  3601 
Lyon  Street  In  San  Francisco,  to  the  Project  Site  at  Piers  15/17  (Assessor's  Block  9900,  Lots 
15,  15H,  and  17),  along  The  Embarcadero,  on  San  Francisco's  waterfront  (see  Figure  1). 
Aside  from  vacating  Its  current  location.  The  Exploratorium  does  not  propose  any  further 
actions  within  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts. 

The  Planning  Department  will  prepare  an  Initial  Study  and  Environmental  Impact  Report 
(EIR)  to  evaluate  the  physical  environmental  effects  of  the  Project.  The  EIR  will  also  analyze 
one  or  more  alternatives  that  will  represent  reduced  Project  intensity  and  potentially  an 
alternative  Project  location.  The  EIR  will  also  evaluate  a  No  Project  Alternative,  which  would 
entail  a  continuation  of  The  Exploratorium  operations  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  and  largely  a 
continuation  of  existing  uses  at  the  Project  Site. 

The  Planning  Department  will  convene  one  public  scoping  meeting  at  which  public 
comments  will  be  solicited  on  the  issues  that  will  be  covered  in  the  Initial  Study  and  EIR. 
This  Notice  provides  a  summary  description  of  the  Project,  identifies  environmental  issues 
anticipated  to  be  analyzed  in  the  EIR,  and  provides  the  time,  date,  and  location  of  the  public 
scoping  meeting. 

PROJECT  SITE 

The  Project  Site  is  located  at  Piers  15/17,  along  The  Embarcadero,  on  San  Francisco's 
waterfront  (see  Figure  1).  It  is  bounded  by  the  San  Francisco  Bay  to  the  north,  east,  and 
south,  and  by  The  Embarcadero  to  the  west.  It  is  owned  by  the  Port  of  San  Francisco,  and  is 
comprised  of  Pier  15,  Pier  17,  a  Connector  Building  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  Project  Site, 
and  a  paved  parking  area  ("Valley")  between  the  two  piers.  Piers  15/17  are  located  on  The 
Embarcadero  at  Green  Street.  The  Pier  15  shed  and  bulkhead  building  is  approximately 
136,145  gross  square  feet  (gsf),  the  Pier  17  shed  is  approximately  110,051  gsf,  the 
Connector  Building  is  approximately  1 1 ,773  gsf,  an  office  shack  in  the  Valley  is  1 ,579  gsf, 
and  the  exterior  Valley  is  approximately  79,746  gsf.  The  Pier  15  and  Pier  17  building  heights 
are  approximately  58  feet  and  the  Connector  Building  height  is  approximately  41  feet.^  The 
Project  Site  is  zoned  M-1  (Light  Industrial),  is  in  a  40-X  Height  and  Bulk  District,  and  is  within 
the  Northern  Waterfront  Special  Use  District  No.  1 . 


Building  height  is  measured  from  the  deck  to  the  top  of  the  roof  of  each  building,  without  rooftop 
appurtenances. 
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SOURCE;  Google  Earth,  2007;  ESA. 


THE  EXPLORATORIUM  RELOCATION 


FIGURE  1 :  PROJECT  LOCATION 


Pier  15  is  currently  occupied  by  three  tenants:  Baydelta  Maritime,  San  Francisco  Municipal 
Railway  (MUNI),  and  Pacific  Waterfront  Properties,  LLC.  Baydelta  Maritime,  a  tug  &  tow 
operator,  leases  and  occupies  approximately  1 1 ,342  gsf  of  bulkhead  shed  space  for  its 
operations,  maintenance,  storage  and  employee  parking,  plus  4,084  gsf  of  office  space  and 
the  entire  south  apron  comprising  13,454  gsf  for  berthing  of  its  tugboats.  Baydelta  also 
leases  612  gsf  of  exterior  space  on  the  marginal  wharf  on  the  south  side  of  Pier  15  for 
parking  of  four  vehicles.  MUNI  occupies  approximately  59,393  gsf  of  shed  space.  It  uses 
the  premises  for  bus  repair  and  retrofitting.  Pacific  Waterfront  Partners,  LLC  leases 
approximately  1 ,753  gsf  of  shed  space  for  warehouse  storage  on  a  month-to-month  basis. 
The  remaining  44,186  gsf  in  Pier  15  is  vacant  warehouse  space. 

Pier  17  is  currently  occupied  by  three  tenants:  (1)  Xocomaya  Corporation  for  equipment 
storage  (10,879  gsf  of  shed  space)  and  associated  office  use  (4,517  gsf);  (2)  Miller  Kelley 
Architects,  Inc.  (operating  as  MK  Think)  for  storage  (2,880  gsf  of  shed  space);  and  (3) 
Stephen  Clark,  which  occupies  235  gsf  of  office  space.  The  remaining  91 ,540  gsf  in  Pier  17 
is  vacant  warehouse  space. 

The  Valley  is  approximately  79,746  gsf  in  area  and  contains  approximately  86  parking 
spaces  managed  by  Central  Parking  System  under  a  parking  management  agreement. 
Currently,  up  to  79  of  these  parking  spaces  (varies  month-to-month)  are  leased  to  S.J. 
Amoroso  Construction,  Inc.,  the  contractor  for  the  Piers  114-3-5  Historic  Rehabilitation 
Project,  for  use  by  the  contractor's  and  subcontractors'  employees. 

The  Project  Site  is  within  the  San  Francisco  Embarcadero  National  Register  Historic  District, 
which  was  recently  listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  Piers  15  and  17  are 
contributing  resources  to  the  Historic  District.^  The  Connector  Building,  shack,  and  exterior 
Valley  are  non-contributing  resources  to  the  Historic  District.^ 

Pier  15  and  the  Valley  are  in  need  of  substantial  substructure  repairs,  and  neither  the 
substructure  nor  the  superstructure  meets  current  seismic  standards.  The  substructure  is 
deteriorated  and  has  been  either  "yellow-tagged"  (meaning  that  these  areas  have  load 
restrictions)  or  "red-tagged"  (meaning  that  these  areas  cannot  be  occupied)  by  the  Port's 
Engineering  Division.  Pier  17  is  in  better  condition  but  still  in  need  of  substantial  repair  to  the 
substructure.  The  Pier  17  north  apron  is  red-tagged  and  completely  unusable. 


San  Francisco  Embarcadero  National  Register  Historic  District  Nomination,  January  2006,  OMB 

Approval  No.  1024-0018. 

Ibid. 


Case  No.  2006. 1073E 


3 


The  Exploratonnm  Relocation 


PROJECT  DESCRIPTION 


The  Exploratorium  proposes  to  lease  Pier  15  from  the  Port,  along  with  the  Connector 
Building  and  Valley  area  between  Piers  15  and  17,  plus  a  portion  of  the  east  apron,"^  for  use 
as  a  museum  ("Project").  The  use  of  the  new  space  would  be  commensurate  with  the 
program  at  The  Exploratorium's  existing  premises  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  but  33  percent 
larger.  If  needed  for  bus  loading/unloading,  The  Exploratorium  would  license  the  Pier  17 
marginal  wharf  area.^  The  Exploratorium  would  have  an  option  to  expand  the  museum  into 
Pier  17  in  the  17*^  year  of  its  lease.  Until  then,  the  Port  would  continue  to  lease  Pier  17  to 
various  commercial  and  light  industrial  users  and  would  continue  to  receive  all  revenues  from 
that  pier.  At  some  time  in  the  future,  the  Port  plans  to  request  proposals  for  a  retail  use,  such 
as  a  restaurant,  in  the  western  portion  of  Pier  17  facing  The  Embarcadero.  Such  use  would 
comprise  approximately  5,000  gsf.  The  environmental  review  of  the  Project  will  include 
review  of  any  impacts  caused  by  such  change  of  use  to  retail  at  Pier  17. 

The  Pier  15  shed  and  Connector  Building  would  be  rehabilitated  in  accordance  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior's  Standards  for  Rehabilitation  and  Guidelines  for  Rehabilitating 
Historic  Buildings.  The  substructure,  or  structure  below  the  top  of  the  deck,  would  undergo 
substantial  repairs,  including  reinforcement  of  the  existing  pile  foundations.  Both  the 
substructure  and  superstructures  (buildings  above  the  deck)  would  be  seismically  upgraded 
to  current  standards,  and  new  utilities  would  be  installed  throughout.  The  superstructure  is 
defined  as  the  buildings  above  the  deck.  Pier  15  and  the  Connector  Building  would  house 
The  Exploratorium's  public  exhibitions,  classrooms  for  teacher  training,  public  programs,  a 
restaurant  or  cafe,  museum  store,  a  national  center  for  teacher  development,  event  space, 
exhibit  fabrication  space,  and  ancillary  offices.  A  second  floor  would  be  added  within  the  Pier 
15  shed.  The  Connector  Building  would  be  demolished  and  rebuilt  as  a  new  building  of 
approximately  9,000  square  feet  to  provide  public  access  from  The  Embarcadero  street 
frontage  to  the  east  apron  of  the  site.  Much  of  the  Valley  deck  would  be  removed  to  expose 
the  water  and  to  create  a  "water  pile  garden."  This  area  could  feature  an  outdoor  exhibit 
area  by  The  Exploratorium.  The  small  existing  free-standing  shack  at  the  west  end  of  the 
Valley  would  be  removed. 

The  Project  also  would  include  public  access,  temporary  and  ceremonial  berthing  of  ships  on 
the  east  apron,  and  a  water  taxi  landing.  The  water  taxi  landing  would  be  part  of  a  network 
of  other  water  taxi  landings  that  are  being  built  or  proposed  at  other  Port  developments.  It  is 
the  Port's  expectation  that  in  the  future  water  taxi  service  would  provide  a  viable  alternative 
mode  of  transit  along  the  San  Francisco  waterfront.  Baydelta  Maritime,  the  existing  tug  and 
tow  operator  that  occupies  a  portion  of  Pier  15,  would  remain  on  site,  at  either  Pier  15  or 
Pier  1 7.  If  it  is  determined  that  Baydelta  Maritime  would  be  relocated  to  Pier  17,  then  its  new 
premises  would  be  built  out  at  Pier  17  before  substantial  construction  of  the  Project  starts  at  Pier 
15.  The  water  basin  between  Pier  17  and  Pier  19  would  require  dredging  to  accommodate 


"  Aprons  refer  to  the  portion  of  the  pier  walkway  between  the  building  and  the  water's  edge. 
^     The  marginal  wharf  is  the  area  in  front  of  Pier  17,  between  the  building  and  the  sidewalk. 
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Baydelta's  tugboats.  If  Baydelta  Maritime  stays  at  Pier  1 5,  the  Project  could  temporarily  displace 
this  tenant  during  construction,  for  safety  and  practical  purposes.  Temporary  facilities  will  be 
arranged  for  Baydelta  Maritime  and  all  reasonable  efforts  will  be  undertaken  to  ensure  no 
interruption  of  their  business  operations.  Baydelta  Maritime  would  resume  operations  at  Pier  1 5 
after  constmction.  However,  the  Port  and  The  Exploratorium  are  in  discussions  with  Baydelta 
Maritime  about  possibly  relocating  Baydelta  Maritime  to  Pier  17.  The  environmental  review  of 
the  Project  will  include  review  of  any  impacts  caused  by  a  relocation  of  Baydelta  Maritime  to 
Pier  17. 

Overall,  the  Project  would  increase  project  site  floor  area  by  approximately  70,929  gsf.  Total 
post-construction  floor  area  in  Pier  15  and  the  Connector  Building  would  be  comprised  of 
approximately  200,000  gsf  to  be  occupied  by  the  Exploratorium.  If  Baydelta  Maritime  were  to 
remain  at  Pier  1 5,  it  would  occupy  the  same  area  stipulated  under  its  current  lease:  1 1 ,342 
gsf  of  shed  space,  4,084  gsf  of  office  space  and  13,454  gsf  of  the  south  apron. 

The  reuse  of  the  existing  Pier  15  structure,  and  other  construction  or  changes,  would  not 
result  in  increased  building  height. 

Under  the  proposed  lease  with  the  Port,  The  Exploratorium  would  be  granted  the  use  of  220 
non-exclusive  parking  spaces  at  Seawall  Lot  321,  across  the  street  from  the  Project  Site, 
and/or  inside  Pier  17  shed  (as  the  Port  determines).  If  Pier  17  were  utilized,  new  parking 
areas  would  have  to  be  created  with  proper  ventilation  and  fire  separation  walls. 

PROJECT  APPROVALS 

No  City  variances,  special  authorizations,  or  changes  to  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  Planning  Code  or  Zoning  Maps  would  be  required  by  the  Project.  However,  the 
following  approvals  would  be  required: 

•  Determination  by  State  Lands  Commission  that  the  Project  use  is  consistent  with  the 
public  trust 

•  Design  review  by  the  Waterfront  Design  Advisory  Committee  (per  Planning  Code 
Section  240(c)),  with  recommendation  to  the  Port  Commission 

•  Parking  exception  from  the  Zoning  Administrator  (per  Planning  Code  Section  161(f)) 

•  Certification  of  the  EIR  by  the  Planning  Commission 

•  Approval  by  the  Port  Commission  of  the  CEQA  findings,  schematic  drawings,  and 
transaction  documents 

•  Determination  of  consistency  of  the  Project  with  the  Waterfront  Land  Use  Plan  by 
the  Port  Commission  (per  Planning  Code  Section  240.1)  or  amendments  to  the  Plan 

•  Lease  approval  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 

•  Permit  from  the  Bay  Conservation  and  Development  Commission  (BCDC)  and 
amendments  to  the  BCDC  Special  Area  Plan 
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•  Approval  from  the  National  Park  Service  and  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  of 
Parts  1,  2,  and  3  of  Historic  Tax  Credit  Application  and  compliance  with  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  Standards  for  Rehabilitation  and  Guidelines  for  Rehabilitating  Historic 
Buildings 

•  Building  permit  from  the  Port  of  San  Francisco 

•  Permit  from  the  US  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

•  Possible  dredging  permit  by  the  Dredged  Material  Management  Office 
POTENTIAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  EFFECTS 

The  Project  could  result  in  potentially  significant  environmental  effects.  An  Initial  Study  will 
be  prepared  after  the  scoping  meeting  to  evaluate  the  potential  environmental  effects  of  the 
Project,  including  those  that  would  be  less  than  significant  or  less  than  significant  after 
mitigation,  and  to  identify  those  potentially  significant  issues  that  will  require  analysis  in  the 
EIR.  The  comments  received  during  the  scoping  period  will  be  considered  during 
preparation  of  the  Initial  Study.  The  Initial  Study  will  document  the  determination  of  the 
Planning  Department  that  the  Project  may  have  a  significant  effect  on  the  environment  and 
therefore  an  EIR  is  required.  The  Initial  Study  will  address  impacts  related  to  land  use, 
visual  quality,  cultural  resource,  transportation  and  circulation,  population  and  housing, 
noise,  air  quality,  wind  and  shadows,  recreation,  utilities  and  service  systems,  public 
services,  geology  and  soils,  hydrology  and  water  quality,  biological  resources,  energy  and 
natural  resources,  hazards  and  hazardous  materials,  mineral  and  energy  resources,  and 
agriculture. 
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